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The all-new irrigation supplement, reaching 
irrigating farmers throughout the Goulburn 
Murray Irrigation District in Autumn and Spring.

Each
issue 

hosted 
online



Water is often on the forefront of farmers minds, 
help them maximise this valuable resource.
Country News continues to bring the big issues to our 
readers through our irrigation supplement, 
Water Talk. 

Covering all aspects of the irrigation industry 
including modernisation of irrigation systems, 
outlooks for the region, government issues, 
technology and improved water saving methods as 
well as seasonal updates, Country News continues to 
deliver the region the latest news on all things water. 

Advertising in this targeted supplement will 
enable you to promote your products and services 
to irrigators who are continually looking at ways to 
improve their water effi  ciency. 

Country News is a rural publication distributed 
through 16 newspapers in central and north-east 
Victoria and boasts a readership of more than 80,000. 
All your marketing for farmers in the Goulburn 
Murray irrigation district is covered by one 
publication, Country News.

CENTER IRRIGATION www.centerirrigation.com.au

Ballarat Head Offi ce and Service Centre

Maryborough Road, Ascot Ph. 5343 4370 

Ian 0438 809 517 Martin 0467 809 517

Deniliquin (Combined Ag) Pumps and Engine 

Sales and Service

Wakool Road, Deniliquin Brian 5881 1355

Moama Sales and Service Centre

2 Marlin Court, Moama 

Ian 0438 809 517 Greg 0429 983 358

Aluminium water pipe > gives the 

least wheel rutting in the business

Up to 25Ml/per day laterals

> the largest in the business

Pivot corner systems 

> the largest in the business

GPS guided laterals and corner 

systems > no troublesome wires

The all-new Reinke pivoting lateral 

> the latest in advancements

Mini pivots > for small-scale dairy use

Wrap-around spans > for pivoting 

around fi eld obstructions

Three-wheel fl exible towers 

> to enable to walk over rice 

banks for duel irrigation.

Center Irrigation > Built on nearly 50 

years of farming knowledge and 25 years 

of practical centre pivot experience. 

Don’t get caught with an under-designed 

system — we are here to help.

Have you explored all the options?

Irrigation 
upgrade 
gets tick of 
approval
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Timmering farmer David Gebbie’s 

life is easier, thanks to a new 

semi-automated pipe-and-riser 

system
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REAL FAST,
REAL SECURE,
REAL FAIR.

H2OX is your new way to trade water! Go to h2ox.com or call 1800 988 118 

Welcome to real time water trading!
Fast, secure, fair. Australia now has a state-of-the-art 
exchange built specifically for the secure, transparent and 
efficient trading of water. A single point of liquidity now 
creates true market depth, and price transparency. 
H2OX is an Exchange, not a Broker giving all irrigators 
access to a fair, equitable market without conflict of interest.

All water trades are live, 
and fast. If your trade is 
approved today, you get 
paid the next day. 

Water trading stops after just 24 hours
Water trading out of the

Murrumbidgee irrigation
system ceased after running
for only one day, on November
20.
NSWDPI Water deputy
commissioner Bruce Cooper said
trade out of the Murrumbidgee
Valley was closed following
‘‘unprecedented trading activity’’.

‘‘Trade out of the

Murrumbidgee Valley was opened
just yesterday but extremely
heavy trade in the last 24 hours
has seen the trade limit reached
again forcing the trade closure,’’
Mr Cooper said.

‘‘Allocation trade into and
within the valley remains
unaffected.’’
The water had been sought by
Victorian and NSWMurray Valley

farmers, who were facing prices
of between $250 and $300/Ml.
Mr Cooper said about 90
applications for trade out of the
valley were received and
processed in 24 hours, totalling
nearly 50 000 Ml of water,
meaning the upper account limit
of 100 000 Ml had been reached.

‘‘There clearly remains very
strong demand for water in the

Murray,’’ he said.
When back-trade into the valley
occurs or further delivery of water
out of the valley is possible, the
undelivered trade volume as
shown in the Murrumbidgee IVT
account balance will reduce.

‘‘Once the IVT account reduces
comfortably below the upper limit
of 100 000 Ml, trade out of the
valley can be re-opened,’’Mr

Cooper said.
‘‘Trade was closed in early
August when the volume of
undelivered trade water
exceeded the upper limit of
100 000 Ml.’’
The water availability in the
Murray so far this year has
provided market conditions
conducive to trade out of the
Murrumbidgee Valley, he said.

Get on with the job, say irrigators
Murray Williamson is still waiting for a response from Goulburn-
Murray Water for his connection.

Irrigators Jason Andrew (left) and Ivan Routley attended the Numurkah consultation meeting. Mr
Andrew is chair of the Murray Valley Water Services Committee.

Goulburn-MurrayWater hasfielded a steady parade of
irrigators telling them to get on
with the job, at consultative
meetings held in northern
Victoria last week.
The water corporation has run a
series of meetings to hear feed-
back from customers following the
release of a review which was
critical of a number of aspects of
the Connections program.
Many of the irrigators have been
asking for action and a plan for the
future.
Katunga irrigator Ivan Routley is
waiting to hear what will happen
with connections to his property.

‘‘About 18months ago, we had
a public meeting at Katunga to talk
about where and when we were
going to get started, but I’ve never
heard another thing,’’Mr Routley
said.

‘‘It just went quiet. I think
they’ve come up with a solution,
but it’s too expensive.

‘‘Wemay end up with a low
energy pipeline, but there is no
start date for that.’’
Mr Routley said he had been
waiting for about three years.
He said he just wants G-MW to
come up with a proposition that
landholders can look at and then
get on with the job.

‘‘Everyone is in limbo. No-one
knows what is going to happen.’’
Waaia irrigator Murray
Williamson said the Numurkah
meeting might have been useful
for G-MW, but he was not able to
glean anything new from it.
He said he was offered a
connection proposal years ago
which was unacceptable but had
not heard anything since.

‘‘The way they wanted to do it,
would have devalued the assets on
the farm,’’MrWilliamson said.

‘‘All we have learned today is
what we already know.

‘‘It’s an information day for
them, rather than for us.

‘‘We’ve already wasted four
years. It’s been holding up our
farm development and our family
for too long.

‘‘We have family decisions we
need to make. The delay is all a bit
sad, really.’’
Over the next fewmonths,
G-MW has promised to consult
with key stakeholders, irrigators
and industry representatives to
reshape the Connections project.
G-MWmanaging director John
Calleja said they were opening
their doors to customers to
provide themwith information
about their progress in the
Connections project and about

how consultation with the
agricultural sector would help
reshape its future.

‘‘During this transition period
we will continue to deliver on
existing commitments and also be
talking to landowners about how
we are prioritising the connection
of primary producers and
maximising the delivery of water
savings,’’Mr Calleja said.
The project still has just under
half the allocated $2 billion to
spend and the time remaining
gives G-MW the opportunity to
reshape the project to ensure its
success.
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e: info@cafconsulting.com.au   
w: www.cafconsulting.com.au

ONLINE

137 End Street Deniliquin, NSW   

p: 03 5881 3374   f: 03 5881 3353

DENILIQUIN

38 Wyndham Street Shepparton, VIC   

p: 03 5831 3347   f: 03 5831 3343

SHEPPARTON

Drones in 
agriculture

PRECISION AGRICULTURE
• Photograph up to 1,000 ha in a single 

fl ight

• Monthly fl ights to accurately monitor 
crop health using NDVI images

• ID sections of crops that need treatment 
or closer examination

• Use NDVI images to create high 
resolution maps

• Maximise crop yields by targeting inputs 
via GPS technology 

SURVEY MAPPING
• Rapidly produce existing site surveys 

with high level photo imagery

• Bulk Earthworks Surveys - no need to 
shut the site down whilst survey is being 
undertaken

• Landfi ll and quarry site quantities

• Accurate planning of overland drainage 
systems

• Map a fl ood event to determine where 
problem areas exist

LEGEND:
HEALTHY CROPS 
APPEAR GREEN

WEAK OR POOR AREAS 
APPEAR YELLOW TO RED

G-MW wins at
awards again
Goulburn-MurrayWater has beenannounced as the 2015 Victorian
winner for the Division of Large
Businesses at the prestigious Australian
Service Excellence Awards.
This is the second year in a row G-MW has
been awarded in the Australian Service
Excellence Awards. Last year, the
organisation was the Victorian winner for its
Customer Experience Improvement
Program.
The internationally recognised awards,
held by the Customer Service Institute of
Australia, recognises the ingenuity and
innovation of Australia’s most outstanding
customer service-driven organisations and
individuals.
The 2015 Victorian Division of Large
Businesses award recognises G-MW’s
dedication to improve customer service.
G-MWmanaging director John Calleja

said the organisation was extremely proud
of its achievement.

‘‘Customer service initiatives are a
priority for Goulburn-Murray Water,’’Mr
Calleja said.

‘‘We aim to continually understand and
respond to the needs of our customers
across the Goulburn Murray Irrigation
District.’’
Customer Service Institute of Australia
chief executive officer Anouche Newman
said the awards were more andmore
competitive each year.

‘‘This year we saw an incredibly high
standard,’’Ms Newman said.

‘‘Each winning individual and organisation
should be very proud of their achievement.
Their award is testament to their
commitment to customer service
excellence and passion for creating great
customer experiences.’’

Goulburn Valley Water technical services general manager Steve McKenzie
(left) with Connections project general manager Ian Rodgers.

New connection
for Tatura’s water
Tatura will receive amore secure andbetter quality water supply through
a new $1.5 million pipeline and pump
station.
The new pipeline will be built under an
agreement between Goulburn-Murray
Water and Goulburn Valley Water to
benefit people in the town of Tatura and
irrigators in the surrounding district.
Goulburn Valley Water’s forecasts
about future increased demand for water
given expected industry and population
growth in the town are a major driver for
the project.
The agreement between GVW and
G-MW brings Tatura into G-MW’s

Connections project to achieve water
savings andmodernise the town’s water
supply.
It will see a 3.3 km pipeline constructed
and a new pump station installed near the
town’s water treatment plant.
Currently Tatura’s water supply comes
from a G-MW channel which closes during
the winter months, when an alternative
supply is needed.
GVW has committed $1 million to fund
the project, with G-MW funding the
balance. GMWwill manage construction
and future operation andmaintenance of
the system.
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Efficiencies
save 224 Gl
Analysis of water recovery in 41communities across the southern
Murray-Darling Basin as of October 31,
2016 has foundwater efficiencies have
generated 224 Gl in water savings.
The analysis, undertaken by Murray-
Darling Basin Authority, will be used to
understand how water recovery has
affected the social and economic outcomes
in the basin and its communities.

‘‘Our analysis found that, while the total
water recovery in the 41 communities was
1033.9 Gl, once we factored in water
savings from infrastructure efficiency
programs, the net reduction to water
available for production was substantially
less at 810 Gl,’’MDBA chief executive
Phillip Glyde said.
He said this was due to modern and
efficient water infrastructure that recovered
water that would otherwise have been lost
to evaporation or seepage.
Under the programs, a portion of the
saved water will be retained by the irrigator
while the rest will be transferred to the
Commonwealth and counted towards the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan’s water recovery
target.

‘‘For the 41 communities we look at, this
means almost 67 Gl of water that would
otherwise have been lost remained
available for productive use on-farm, whilst
still returning 156 Gl to the environment,’’
Mr Glyde said.
He said the results confirmed that
recovering water through infrastructure
rather than purchase lessened the impact of
water recovery at a community level.

Boga close to capacity

The Lake Boga Land and
On-Water Management Plan
is available online.

Goulburn-MurrayWatersays Lake Boga is in good
shape for summer holiday-
makers.
At close to 98 per cent full
after strong inflows for the past
three months, the water
storage is an ever-popular
destination for fishing, boating
and lakeside family picnics.
The lake, managed by G-MW,

is known as the gateway to
Swan Hill, being 11 km south of
the regional centre.
G-MW customer operations
general manager Scott Barber
said when full, Lake Boga had a
capacity of 38 000 Ml.

‘‘It’s great to have a healthy
water supply in Lake Boga for
our irrigators, communities and
recreational users,’’ he said.

‘‘Water from this storage is
released into the Murray River
via outfall channels, which
supply orchards, vineyards and
grain crops downstream.

‘‘It’s important to remember
the lakes, dams and reservoirs
managed by G-MW have a
prime operational role of
storing water for delivery to
entitlement holders.

‘‘In saying this, many also
have a Land and On-Water
Management Plan, including
Lake Boga, which helps
everyone to make the most of
the area’s boating, picnic
facilities, wildlife and more.’’
➤ The Lake Boga Land and On-
Water Management Plan is
available at www.g-mwater.
com.au/recreation-tourism/lowmp
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15 Gillies Street Rochester

5484 2400

Are you looking to 
Buy or Sell Water!

WANTED: 
With permanent water prices currently 
at an all-time high, and continued strong 
demand on the buy side, if you are 
thinking of selling high or low security 
water entitlements then give us a call. We 
currently have BUY orders at excellent 
prices waiting to be fi lled across all 
irrigation zones.

ALLOCATION TRADING:
We now have access to a wide range of 
products for approved clients that allow 
customers to lock in allocation now and 
pay for it later, lease back options for 
entitlement, crop terms arrangements, 
and forward allocation contracts. Call us 
for more information.

Ray White Rochester
Water Brokers; Call for all your water trading needs

Rob Hosking 
0428 300 056

Ken Oliver 
0417 303 761

Luke Ryan 
0438 841 127

When you trade water with Ray White Rochester you gain access to a wider range of 
customer networks through our inter-broker trading partners, and deal with brokers that 
have been irrigators and understand the demands of watering.

Phil Price – Company Director, Surveyor and Cer�  ed Irriga� on Designer
Phil has been surveying and designing irriga� on systems in Victoria and 
NSW for 35 years.

Price Merre�  Consul� ng have Victoria’s only two cer�  ed 
irriga� on designers in the area of agricultural surface irriga� on.

Phil Price – Company Dir
Phil has been surveying a
NSW for 35 years.

Price Merre�  Consul� 
irriga� on designers in

www.pricemerre� .com.au

Surveying     •      Irriga� on     •     Engineering     •     Project Management

Maximise the effi  ciency of your farm

“The modern Irriga� on Designer must have a wide 
skill set across irriga� on systems, soils, hydraulics, 

civil engineering, and so much more.”

water talk

Foreign-owned register
TheGreens have secured anAustralian-first register of foreign-
ownedwater entitlements.
It was part of an agreement to support
government legislation that gives the
Foreign Investment Review Board greater
scope to check if sales of Australian land to
overseas buyers is in the national interest.

‘‘The Greens have long been calling to
drop the trigger for the FIRB’s national
interest test down to total purchases worth
$5 million, and I’mpleased that the
government now agrees with us and is
cutting the trigger from $252 million to
$15 million,’’Greens leader Richard
Di Natale said.

‘‘It’s a significant step in the right
direction.

‘‘We’re extremely proud to have a
commitment, written into the legislation,
that the government will establish a register
of foreign-ownedwater entitlements, in
addition to the register of foreign-owned
land that we passed earlier thismonth.

‘‘As global warming and extremeweather
events disrupt food production worldwide,
it’s critical that we view Australia’s
agricultural land andwater as key national
assets, not to be sold off recklessly.’’
Greens finance spokesperson Senator
PeterWhish-Wilson said the legislation
would also pave the way to having FIRB
oversee water purchases.

‘‘The Greens have not only secured a
water register, but we have also secured a
government commitment to review the
inclusion of water asset sales in the Foreign
Investment Review framework,’’ he said.

‘‘In a climate-constrainedworld,
agricultural output is about water just as
much as it is about land, the two go hand-
in-glove.

‘‘What the Greens have achieved today is
a significant win for transparency and
oversight in howAustraliamanages our land
andwater.’’

Temporary trade water welcome

Sharman Stone

Federal member for MurraySharman Stone has
welcomed the sale of 23 Gl of
Commonwealth environmental
water offered for temporary
trade.
She said there was significant
interest from the irrigation
community with 525 eligible bid
offers submitted for the purchase
of the share of the water.

The Commonwealth
Environmental Water Holder
accepted 53 offers ranging from

30 Ml to 5111 Ml.
The largest purchase of 5111 Ml
by a regional water broker will be
distributed among 22 of its clients
including 21 dairy farmers in the
Goulburn Valley.

‘‘The fact that the majority of
water has been sold to Victorian
irrigators rather than the ‘‘big end
of town’’ speculators is a positive
outcome,’’ Dr Stone said.

‘‘The average price of $282/Ml
is still very high for those
dependent on temporary water.

‘‘Hopefully the 45 Gl obtained
through the Pipeline to Melbourne
deal, which Victorian Water
Minister Lisa Neville has asked
Melbourne water retailers to put
on the market sooner rather than
later, will bring temporary water
prices down.’’

Current legislation requires the
CEWH to use the proceeds from
the sale of water to buy back more
water for the environment.

The independent review of the
Water Act carried out in 2014

recommended that funds from the
temporary sale of environmental
water by the CEWH be used for
additional environmental
outcomes from infrastructure
works andmeasures.
Dr Stone said she would
continue to work closely with the
Federal Water Minister to have the
Water Act changed to enable the
CEWH to use the revenue from the
sale of excess environmental
water for infrastructure works
rather than further water
buybacks that only reduced the
water available for irrigators.

Public sessions
tell of progress

John Calleja: ‘‘Have a say on future
directions.’’

The last few drop-in sessions forlandholders to get up-to-date with
the Connections program, are being
hosted by Goulburn-MurrayWater this
week.
The one-on-one sessions will provide
landowners with information about their
progress in the Connections Project and
the recent independent review by
consultancy business GHD.
The first of the public drop-in sessions
were held on November 23 in Rochester,
Cobram and Cohuna.
Further sessions are being held
throughout the Goulburn-Murray Irrigation
District (GMID), finishing on December 4
in Boort, Nathalia and Rochester.
G-MWmanaging director John Calleja
said the public drop-in sessions would
also ensure landowners were given
information on how the Victorian and
Commonwealth governments— along
with G-MW—would consult with key
stakeholders, irrigator and industry
representatives to ensure they had a say
on the future direction of the project.
This week’s meetings are at:
Kyabram: December 1, noon to 8 pm,
at Kyabram Club.
Numurkah: December 1, noon to 8 pm,
at Numurkah Showgrounds’ multipurpose
building.
Pyramid Hill: December 2, noon to
8 pm at Pyramid Hill Memorial Hall.

Shepparton: December 2, noon to
8 pm at Parklake Hotel.
Echuca: December 3, noon to 8 pm at
Echuca Racing Club.
Swan Hill: December 3, noon to 8 pm
at Commercial Hotel.
Boort: December 4, noon to 8 pm at
Boort Memorial Hall.
Nathalia: December 4 noon to 8 pm at
Nathalia Community Centre.
Rochester: December 4, noon to 8 pm
at Campaspe Golf Club.

Water Talk

To secure your advertisement in the monthly 
edition of Water Talk, please contact Country 
News advertising consultant Ashton Still on
(03) 5820 3167, Peter Wicks on (03) 5820 3135 or 
your local newspaper carrying Country News.

T22 
Eighth 
Page

T24 Quarter Page

T24 Quarter Page
T44 Half Page

T42 
Quarter

Page

T82 
Half 
Page

Country News is a rural publication distributed  
through 16 newspapers in central and north-east  
Victoria and boasts a readership of  more than  
80,000. All your marketing for farmers in the  
Goulburn Murray irrigation district is covered by one 
publication, Country News.
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$795
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T22 
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$475

Country News 
Readership

• 
Shepparton News Tuesday

• Campaspe News (Rochester) Tuesday

• Deniliquin Pastoral Times Tuesday

• 
 semiT arrawannaG

(Kerang/Cohuna) Tuesday

• Loddon Times (Boort) Tuesday

• Kyabram Free Press Wednesday

• Cobram Courier Wednesday

• Riverine Herald (Echuca) Wednesday 

Paper Circulated Paper Circulated

Utilising the combined strength of 16 local and respected newspapers

Deadline
2023 Editions

Publish dates: August 1

Booking deadline July 19

Copy deadline: July 22

T44 
Half Page

h: 186 mm x 
w: 260 mm

T84 
Full Page

h: 374 mm x 
w: 260 mm

$1650

Advertising size options

$1195

$795
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• Numurkah Leader Wednesday

• Seymour Telegraph Wednesday 

• Benalla Ensign Wednesday

• anireviR nrehtuoS 

News (Finley) Wednesday

• McIvor Times (Heathcote) Wednesday

• Yarrawonga Chronicle Wednesday

• Euroa Gazette Wednesday

• Barham/Koondrook Bridge  Thursday
• Corowa Free Press Wednesday

April 21

April 18

May 2

• Shepparton News Tuesday

• Campaspe News (Rochester) Tuesday

• Deniliquin Pastoral Times Tuesday

•  Gannawarra Times

  (Kerang/Cohuna) Tuesday

• Loddon Times (Boort) Tuesday

• Kyabram Free Press Wednesday

• Cobram Courier Wednesday

• Riverine Herald (Echuca) Wednesday

• Numurkah Leader Wednesday

• Seymour Telegraph Wednesday

• Benalla Ensign Wednesday

•  Southern Riverina

  News (Finley) Wednesday

• McIvor Times (Heathcote) Wednesday

• Yarrawonga Chronicle Wednesday

• Euroa Gazette Wednesday

• Barham/Koondrook Bridge Thursday
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